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TO AN ABALONE 
(Haliotis Splendens) 
By Haven Charles Hurst 


Beneath the stormy ocean’s tumbling tide, 

Where streaming serpent sea-weeds writhe and coil 
About huge rocks; where shattered surges boil 

On perilous shores, securely you abide. 

Across your walls of pearl rich colors glide, 

Like shifting hues upon a pool of oil, 

Or flowers that flash from outa tropic soil; 

You mock at art and all the artist’s pride. 

O strange indeed that such a splendid flame 
The caverns of the ocean should disclose! 

From Neptune’s jewelled throne itself you came, 
That throne whereon the sea-God doth repose 
In watery halls, whose glories put to shame > 
The rainbow and the peacock and the rose. 
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